January 15, 1918

My ordination is the unexpected, pgreat occurrence in
ny life, T thank all brothers and sisters for the recep-
tion siven me tonight., Durins the past few wneks:'m&ny
impressions came to my mind. I am glad to give my testimon-
ies about God's marvelous blessinc upon me and +this mission.

I had been baptized in April 1901, and I was confirmed
two months later., At that time I thought that to believe
in the true God was the greatest thing. At the same time I
Telt how noble and great it was to work for His cause; but
I did not have any idea to give myself for this work. I
only wished to understand the truth of Christianity and o
stand firmly in this world, having definite experience of

~

Teith. I have tried to talk to others on salvation and I

was ha»oy if env one attended church.,

In February 1904 a great thing'happened to me., It was
during the Jepanese-Russien war, I was one of the first
celled 1o the zrmy and I had been sent to the battlefield in
¥ay of that yesar.

11 wes not 2 nice thin~s to gpealk aboult the wor on such
en occesion but T wish Yo tell you o little about this, be-
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)21 exrnerience and this war ha e s sirong
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work, loss of sleep and other hard lhinss, Jnst as T thou ht:
before two months passed, more than 100 soldiers smonc %00

in my band cot sick. Some of them died and others had heen
sent back, At last I pot a verv serions illness, the people
thousrht T wonld not et well, A soldier who came from my

Lown who was very well, often spolke kind to me, and he said

"I wish you 1o be at ease. T will take back your ashes to
your home if you cannot get well." IHis words gpave me great
comfort for this was the csreat desire of all Jeananegse in the
battlefield.

Fortunately I recovered in two weeks. After
weeks the soldier who spoke +to me so kindly got 111, I attend-
ed him for a nmonth, and he had been sent to the field-hospital.
A few deys later I went to see hin, but he had died.

L few months after this, my two brothers who were officers
of the army went to the battlefield passing through my nlace.
I had an opportunity to meet them twice. These were our last
neetings forever in this world. In lMarch of the next :ecor
both of them dicd in a great battle.

21 that time ny work in the arny was easy and I was fTree .
part of the time. I often went to the camp of the Javanese
7. 1. C. L. end T helped their worlk among the soldiers., 'This

nedfe me feel more interested in cvanceliastie worlk,

The war stonoed in 1905, When T comc haecl: many peonle
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>, 1 hegitsted 1o 70 in 1the house because 1
re in grecot sorrow. Ve vept
itterly without apeaking a word with each cther.

11l Japanese know the dreadful results wer brings in

this world W the.r experiences, some people think the Jap-
anese are a war like people. 1t is a great mistake. They

never stmand up asninst other countries unless other countries

nake them strnd ur urgently.

e

After I omme book, the yuestion came to my mind. How

o

shall I svend my life hereafter? Then I had a strong convio-
tiom that I needed more cult:re in my character and to know
more alout Christianity before I begin to work for God and man.
T thought thatl coing to America was the best way for my future
work. God opened my wey to this country in 1907,

Our Vission was orcaniged in June 1908, I want to tell
vou how this mission started. Until some years ago all
Jopanese boats which came here brought about 300 people.

Among them some were members of the Episcopal Church in J-pan.
After they got here some of them were attending the services
of other Jananese Churches but some of them did not go to any
Church. e thousht we had belter have our own mectin ' some-
where. “hen we vegan the prayer meetling on every other

1

Friday evenin: in the cholr roon of Trinity Church.

e nuwatver of us were abhout 10

. e had decided to ask

e Cerersl Corrd of Yission in New Yoris for the or aniration
02 {1he Jo amesc Yissien thirowrh Dr. Gowen, bul our rejquest
not been necented, 1 Lold then we beller wailt 1111 the
e coe, dithiont o reoector o id withoul weln fronm the cen-



selid so, w! .“.,,.W.B, that most of them were youny IMEn.

17 we did start the mission their first enthusinsm wonld not
continue for o long time and the time would come when nohody
would pay ony atiention to the mission. 17y experience in
Amcries was only one vear ol that time. 350 I thought I was
mot avle to iake sueh a responsibility then. They did not
use my su-cestion, and they ngked Dr., Gowen for some help from
the Trinity Church. We got ten (10) dollars every month and
also vovégé é«érrsn , & table and 15 chalrs £rom the Church.

We rented 2 rooms in a house on 9th Ave. So. Mr. Uchida
who is not here now took the place of manaser of the llission.
14 was June 1908, Then we begen the Bible cless, the service
on Sundev evening and English class every other night. I
+to0ld them if we began this mission we mist continue even 17
hardshins came to us.

% that time we used 1o talke charge of the meetings
alternately and they were very earnest. Some had Dbeen bap-
+ized. 17r. Uchida was ecarnest, but he nad sto ned nhis work
-fore one yezr, Tre reasons wvere the number of Japanese
vho errme to Juwceriea deercased, somne of the membe s became

Y

e Cor ihedir vordk end could not pay attenltion to the

1%

14 Lefore., Afbver 1, Uehidn stonped, nobody wished
1o tzre vis place T w:a nol surpriscd about 1t, because 3%

T rreys Lot orohend that gueh o Llne vould come before lon:.

T oot o 1 elosged this migsion now it would be reat shame

v nd e some Line towrrdg Dr. Gowen, T oclso thow it if »e

clogcd novl ( 0 ad ot ave o oopor bund | Lo ol ot



After these things happened I thought thal 1 was aot
equipped well as God's worlter and I decided to study aboul

‘im, but T could not have time enough for study on accoint
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e many things and hardships that came to me. Ifow I will
have time to think.

The people who were with us at the Btarting ol the
lission are not in Sealtle now,except one or two. Ifow people
are constantly coming to the llission, but God is with us
always and blesses our work no matier where we are.

In 1912 the Bishop tool our Ifission ond the woy opened
to get some help from the Ceneral Doard in Mew Yorl,

In Vay hat year we moved Lo the present nluce. Iony

-

American Church people becameinterested in our liission.
In 1915, the House of Church women elected 2 cornittee
of three to nelp this Mission in work. In Avgust of that year

we opened the Sunday School én King Street and the play-

&)

ur work prosressed and we needed some helpers. I thought
it heter thot I stop working here and get someone else,wio

ned e farily, but it was not a wise thing to do at thal time.
~08 had snswered our prayer, for help came when liiss Tinurosa
eceine =5 inle woman., She hos talen charce of Sunday School
vory snd nos done jmweh to help the women, children and other
rorys of the 17dssion,

T 41ion)y God for [is abundant Blessings upon this Mission,

L4 e sorme Lime T st thanlk Dr. Gowen for his wnmceasin -«

ot 1ive ceonre over thig liggion and 1T thanle heartily Yars. Sla

1’488 Sandecrs, igs Cole und all ollicr Aneriocan brolvrs and
giaglers who nove gymoothy for onr worls, and I 1hanl: the Jap-
aneac Lol o ond siglors for their hel to the T'iesion 'nad
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I am sure that all neople who are here to-night v

- - 4.
. e reeinlly ask that
help our - ork by their prayers and work, T especil 113

vou prav for me that I may live like a faithful goldier of

Christl our Lord. A ~
Jon 15 1717
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